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REPORTING OF BUS ACCIDENTS

School bus accidents shall be reported in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6:21-1.2 in the
following instances:

1. Every accident involving a board-owned vehicle.

2. Accidents involving vehicles contracted by a district board of education.

An accident is defined as any incident resulting from collision, fire, flood or any other
event which results in injury, death, or property damage.  This does not include
vandalism to vehicles.

District boards of education shall establish policies and procedures to be followed by the
school bus driver in the event of an accident or emergency (pupils’ sudden illnesses or
injuries) while operating a school bus.  Local policies must include the following
procedures:

• Every school bus driver shall immediately inform the principal of the
• receiving school following an accident.

• The driver shall complete and file with the department of Education the
• Preliminary School Bus Accident Report prescribed by the Commissioner
• of Education.

• In accidents resulting in injury or death of any person or damage to property
• of any one person in excess of $500, the driver shall complete a Motor Vehicle
• Accident Report in accordance with N.J.S.A. 39:4-130 and file it with the
• Division of Motor Vehicles within ten (10) days after the accident.

• District boards of education shall immediately notify the county superintendent
• of schools of any accidents involving injury, death or extensive property damage.
• The county superintendent of schools shall then notify the Department of
• Education, Bureau of Pupil Transportation.
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