
Superintendent’s School Community Update
June 16, 2022

We made it!  Another 8th grade class will be moving on to high school and our community can celebrate
the success of once again coming together to support our students! As they move into their last week of
school and the many activities planned for them we also look towards the summer.  After the challenging
year we have had and the many tests of community we have faced I wish you all a summer of family,
friends, and relaxation.  In that time our administration, Board of
Education, staff, and faculty will be working to prepare for a
fantastic 2022-2023 school year!

Have a safe & fun summer!
Dr. Bormann
Superintendent of Schools

____________________________________________________________________________________

Looking Back…

BOE Budget Presentation- On May 4th, Dr. Bormann, Superintendent, and Mrs. McCarthy, Business
Administrator, presented the 2022-2023 Budget to the Board of Education. The budget was approved. To
review the details of the budget please visit the Budget Information page of www.rumsonschool.org.

Rumson Multi-Purpose Room Grand Opening- On May 5th the Rumson School District hosted its grand
opening of the new Rumson Multi-Purpose Room addition. The attached press release highlights this
great event.

DP & FD Art & Music Show - As a follow up to our grand opening, the new multi-purpose space has
welcomed back our annual Art and Music events. Under the guidance of Mrs. Yaeger, Art Teacher, and
Mrs. Scott, Music Teacher, the talents of our Kindergarten through grade 3 artists and musicians were
highlighted on May 24th. Additionally, Mr. Lebitsch, Instrumental Teacher, Mrs. Leutz, Vocal Teacher,
and Mrs. Lepping, Art Teacher highlighted the Forrestdale students' flair for visual and performing arts at
the Evening of Fine Arts on May 26th.

http://www.rumsonschool.org/rumson/District/Budget%20Information/
http://www.rumsonschool.org/rumson/Press%20Releases/Rumson%20Grand%20Opening%20New%20Multi-Purpose%20Auditorium-%20Press%20Release.pdf?1654105674


Deane-Porter K-3 Art Show Deane-Porter K-3 Concert

Beginning Band, Junior Choir, Grades 4 & 5 Grades 4-8 Art Show

Staff Recognition May 25th- On May 25th the Board of Education and Administrative Team honored
several staff members during the annual Recognition Ceremony. To a background of music from the
Forrestdale Jazz band and the fountain on the Deane-Porter Pond, the guests of honor, Rumson Education
Foundation, and Parent-Teacher Organization were each spoken about and acknowledged for their
dedication and commitment to the students of the Rumson School District.
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Former Board of Education Member
Dr. John Connors

2021-2022 Educators of the Year
Deane-Porter Teacher of the Year - Mrs. Sarah Kubala,
Grade 2
Forrestdale Teacher of the Year - Mrs. Sommer
VanDeBoe, Grade 7 Mathematics
District Educational Services Professional of the Year -
Mrs. Lisa Taddeo, Paraprofessional
Retirements
Mrs. Janet Alter- Occupational Therapist
Mrs. Beth Brister - Paraprofessional
Mrs. Amy Lepping- Forrestdale Art Teacher
Mrs. Maria Montanez - Forrestdale School Nurse
Mrs. Jamie Wagner - Grade 4 Teacher

Student Recognition Ceremony - On June 15th the Board of Education held a ceremony to honor
students for their accomplishments during the 2021-2022 school year! A special congratulations to our
honorees:
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____________________________________________________________________________________

News & Notes…

Congratulations to …

Dr. Ursula Glackin - We are fortunate to have Dr. Glackin, Speech Therapist, guiding the speech,
language, and hearing services within our district as Dr. Glackin serves on the Board of Directors for the
New Jersey Speech-Hearing Association.

Mrs. Sarah Kubala, Mrs. Pamela Mannion, Mrs. Clara Rosato, & Mrs. Megan Siclare - These
distinguished staff members, representing 2nd through 5th grade, have received the NJ Teacher Leader
Endorsement from the NJDOE after completing a program at Monmouth University. Their efforts as
teacher leaders has resulted in them guiding colleagues in developing common assessments, conducting
an academic gap analysis resulting from COVID, and carrying out various action research projects in both
academic & SEL initiatives. They were asked to highlight their research and achievements at the
Monmouth University School Change Academy this past May and did a stellar job representing the
Rumson School District as official teacher leaders.

Dr. Michael Snyder - Dr. Snyder, Supervisor of Special Education, graduated this past May from St.
Peter’s University with his Doctorate in Educational Leadership. Congratulations Dr. Snyder; we know
your continued leadership will serve our students with disabilities and our special education faculty and
staff proudly!

Events Update
June 16- Grade 3 Moving Up Ceremony
June 20- Grade 3 Picnic
June 21- Forrestdale Field Day
June 22- End of Year Parties
June 23 & 24 - 1:00 PM Dismissals
June 23 - Grade 8 Graduation
June 24- Last Day of School & Grade 8 Diploma Breakfast

Personnel Update
New Faculty & Staff - As we approach the summer and new school year we have been preparing for new
personnel to the district. We are very excited to welcome the following educators and support staff to the
Bulldog Family:

Grade 5 Teacher Jolene Berardi
Grade 5 Teacher Dana Feehery
Grade 5 Leave Replacement Jessica Sorrenti
Grade 7 Special Education Teacher Lindsey Schoch
Grades 4-8 Art Teacher Matthew Miranda
Board Certified Behavior Analyst Durie Lynch
Occupational Therapist Stephanie Valdeon
Assistant Technology Coordinator Michael Dunn
Forrestdale Receptionist Maria Hubler
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Curriculum Update…
Summer Programs - We look forward to our summer programs beginning in early July and running
through mid-August.

PROGRAM DAYS / DATES

5-8 STEM/Agriculture Tues and Thurs
8/1 - 8/18

1-4 LEAP / BRIDGE T, W - 8/1 - 8/18

K / Jumpstart M-Th - 8/1 - 8/18

5-8 LEAP / BRIDGE T, W - 7/12 - 8/10

1-4 Mindfulness/Arts Tues-Th - 8/2 - 8/18

DIAL 4 Testing 7/12, 14, 18
8/11

6-8 Testing 7/20, 28
8/8, 22

4-5 ESY - Math/ELA M-Th - 7/6 - 8/4

PreK ESY
Transitional. Kdg

M-Th - 7/6 - 8/4

K-1 ESY M-Th - 7/6 - 8/4

2-3 ESY M-Th - 7/6 - 8/4

Wilson Instruction M-Th - 7/6 - 8/4

6-8 ESY - ELA/Math M-Th - 7/6 - 8/4

6 Pre-Algebra Virtual Course
Continuation

Tuesday and Thursday 7/12-8/18

Virtual Middle School Transition
Math Course

Tuesday and Thursday 7/12-8/18

Curriculum Revisions - This summer our faculty will be working on curriculum revisions to align with
the 2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards in the areas of Social Studies, Health & Physical
Education, & Technology. In August Mrs. Vera Ridoux, Supervisor of Curriculum, Instruction, &
Assessment and Dr. Bormann, Superintendent, will be hosting a Parent Academy to outline the changes
in the curriculum prior to Board of Education approval and implementation. Be on the lookout for the
invite to this academy.
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SEL Update - After review of our 2021-2022 school year our staff, with input from parents, is in the
process of researching the implementation of professional development for faculty and associated
programming for our students in the areas of executive functioning and self-regulation. We look forward
to using these opportunities to support our students as they continue on their path away from the impacts
of COVID and towards full skill proficiencies as learners.

Area 1:
The Metacognitive Student - PreK-8th Grade
The goal of this area is to enhance student proficiencies as learners
in academic, social, and emotional contexts by providing sustained
and job-embedded professional development that focuses on
research-based practices to develop students’ executive functioning
skills by embedding metacognition through structured
self-questioning.

Area 2:
The Zones of Regulation - PreK-5th Grade
The goal of this area is to develop strategies for managing
emotions and sensory needs in children, students, and clients ages
4+. Rooted in cognitive behavioral therapy, The Zones framework
helps individuals identify how they are feeling in the moment
given their energy, emotions, and level of alertness, creating a
system to guide them to metacognitive strategies and tools to
support regulation. By understanding how to read their bodies,
detect triggers, think about the social context, and consider their
reactions, individuals learn how to increase their ability to regulate
their emotions, manage their sensory needs, and become more
self-aware and skillful problem solvers.

We look forward to providing our parents and community with updates on these initiatives that will be
infused throughout all grade levels and subject areas.

Health & Safety Update
Security Updates - - While our district continuously reviews security, the unfortunate and overwhelming
events of Uvalde, Texas have prompted the Rumson School District , in partnership with the Rumson
Police Department, to examine existing security protocols and infrastructure.   

● As a result of our referendum project security, lockdown, camera, fire, and communication
systems are fully updated.

● In addition to our existing Rumson Police Class III officer, who is on site full time, the district is
in the process of securing a second officer for the 22-23 school year.

As we proceed with additional assessments of our school security over the summer we will keep you
informed. However, please know that some aspects of security are kept confidential to minimize breeches
in our systems and protocols.
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Facility Update - This summer our custodial staff will be continuing with some facility improvements
around the district.  We look forward to welcoming our students back in the fall with these in place.

Classroom Renovations - Thirteen classrooms in the district will be fully renovated to match the
outstanding rooms now found in what were our Deane-Porter open classrooms. These will include the
remainder of our first & third grade classrooms and all of our fourth grade classrooms. This project
exemplifies what can be accomplished through the partnership of the Rumson Education Foundation and
the Rumson Board of Education. While the BOE is funding the renovations of floors, walls, ceilings,
bathrooms, and technology; the REF will be funding all furniture in these classrooms.

Fences - The district will continue with its fencing project by enclosing the Deane-Porter Pond with the
same white fence found on Narumson Street and the installation of fencing and gates identified for
security purposes.

Forrestdale Front Loop - The district will be repairing drainage issues and paving in the front driveway
of Forrestdale School.

Rain Garden & Butterfly Garden - Through a partnership with the Borough of Rumson Environmental
Commission and thanks to the hard work of our students a walk on campus has been beautified through
the installation of gardens.

● Under the leadership of Mrs. Lauren Smith, 6th Grade
Science Teacher and Boro representatives, Mrs.
Heather Robinson & Mrs. Kristen Hall the 6th graders
researched, designed, and installed a rain garden at
Forrestdale School.  This garden is located near our
greenhouse and apple orchard. The work was
supported by Drop the Beet, LLC.

● Our 7th & 8th Grade Agriculture STEM students
supported Drop the Beet, LLC in the replacement of
non-native plants in our Deane-Porter Contemplative
Courtyard with native species that will attract
butterflies and hummingbirds.

____________________________________________________________________________________

Follow Us…

Facebook - Follow us @rumsonschooldistrict
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Instagram- Follow us @bormannjohn

Twitter - Follow us at @Rumsonbulldawgs
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